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t are microplastics
to our brains?

Thestart of the plastics treaty negotiations at the United
Nations Offices in Geneva on Aug S, aimed at hammering
out a landmark global treaty on combating the scourge of
plastic pollution.

last year, found that microplastics
AnAfghan building up in blood vessels was linked
worker sorts to an increased risk of heart attack,
recyclable stroke and death in patients with a
plasticcans at ‘disease that clogs arteries. -
a recycling yard There have also been experiments
ontheoutskirts  carried out on mice, including a study
of Kabul. pctures  in ‘Science Advances' in Januarywhich
CREDIT: AFP- detected microplastics in their brains.
! The Chinese researchers said that
- cles on health go far beyond the evi-  caused harm. ; ‘microplastics can cause rare blood
dence,” he added. “If (and it is a big if in my view] clotsin the brains of mice by obstruct-
Oliver Jones, a chemistry profes-  there are mi inourbrains,  ing cells — while emphasising that the
soratAustralia’s RMIT University,told  there is as yet no evidence of harm,”  small mammals are very different to
AFP there was “not enough data to  Jones added. : humans.
make firm conclusions on the occur- The study also contained dupli- A review by the World Health
of mil i i catedimages, the neuroscience news  Organisation in 2022 found that the
website The Trans e) “evidence is insufficient to determine
i risks to human health” from micro-
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y the precautionary principle, say-
ts  ing the potential threat microplastics

The amount of plastic the world
produces has doubled since 2000 —
and is expected to triple from current
rates by 2060.
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