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AS more intermittent renewable
energy (RE) comes online, bat-
tery energy storage systems
(Bess) are emerging as a critical
piece of infrastructure, not only
to stabilise supply, but to also
enable the next phase of RE
growth.

Against this backdrop, the
Energy Commission (EC)'s inau-
gural grid-scale Bess tender
under the MyBeST programme
marks a milestone.

More than a competition to
award four projects, the exercise
serves as a test bed for Malaysia’s
first developer-led Bess model.

€ winning bids, announced
last month, show Gamuda Bhd
having exposure to two of the
four awarded projects.

One was through ERS Energy
Sdn Bhd, which is 30%-owned by
Gamuda. Separately a consorti-
um comprising ERS and Gamuda
secured another bid.

This marks Gamuda’s first
ownership of a utility-scale Bess
asset in Malaysia, extending its
exposure beyond construction
into grid-linked energy infra-
structure.

The two other winners are
Leader Energy Group Bhd and
the consortium of Blueleaf
Energy (under the name BLE C&I
Projects 2 Pte Ltd) and Universal
Peak Sdn Bhd.

Penang-based Leader Energy,
formerly listed on Bursa

Malaysia, is now a privately held
group with a sizeable energy
portfolio across Malaysia and
Asean.

1t continues to expand its
renewables footprint, most
recently securing a 100 megawatt
(MW) large-scale solar (LSS) pro-
ject in Sarawak and a 99MW
solar farm in Kedah under the
LSS5+ programme.

Universal Peak is an engineer-
ing and project delivery compa-
ny specialising in electrical and
infrastructure solutions for the
industrial, utility, and RE sectors.
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Observers say this suggests
MyBeST is intended not only as a
procurement exercise, but also a
live proving ground to evaluate
how various Bess configurations
perform under Peninsular
Malaysia’s grid conditions, tropi-
cal climate and operational
demands.

tion expertise.

“Gamuda’s success in securing
two bids in the inaugural
MyBeST tender stems from its
end-to-end engineering expertise,
strategically paired with ERS
Energy’s specialised solar and
storage capabilities,” says
Gamuda’s head of renewable

integration challenges and apply
lessons learned from diverse grid
environments to Malaysia's
national power system,” Goh
adds.

According to him, the long-
term partnerships with top-tier
global OEMs give ERS Energy pri-
ority access to the latest battery
technologies and specialised
engineering support.

“Additionally, our experience
as an EPCC specialist allows us to
maintain strict control over pro-
ject timelines and quality, from
design to final grid synchronisa-
tion,” Goh says.

He adds that ERS Energy views
itself as a long-term partner with
Gamuda in supporting Malaysia’s
energy transition.

On the money side of things,
the Bess PPAs will be structured
into a dual-revenue mechanism.

The first is a capacity payment,
which is payable irrespective of
utilisation and therefore pro-
vides a relatively predictable rev-
enue stream.
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that the majority of solar engi-
neering, procurement, construc-
tion and commissioning (EPCC)
players were not included in the
shortlisted bidders.

This, according to the research

programme to
shape future
tenders

ule and within cost while navi-
gating first-of-kind operational,
technical, and financing consid-
erations,” Chairil says.

He sees a growing focus on
BESS integration to support a

to the national grid,” Puganesan
says.

Meanwhile, ERS Energy’s head
of new energy, Zeneng Goh, says
it aims to set the benchmark for
future utility-scale storage across

cial impact on Gamuda is modest
but expected to provide stable,
long-term recurring income, with
equity contributions estimated by
analysts at around RM15mil to
RM30mil per year, depending on
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|

players like Gamuda to take the

lead.

Noteworthy is that each of the
four shortlisted bidders will be
deploying a different battery

technology.

Gamuda and ERS Energy
describe their partnership as
one that combines balance
sheet strength with deep engi-
neering and renewable execu-

to ensure the successful deploy-
ment of these first-of-their-kind
Bess assets.

“Our deep regional expertise
allows us to anticipate complex

offer a significant opportunity to
leverage experience in large-scale
solar deployments, with margins
projected to remain healthy in
the high single-digit range.




