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The banks of the Ganges River in Varanasi, India. — Atul Loke/The New York Times
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THE mission demanded secrecy.

A team of CIA-selected American climb-
ers, trained for skill and silence, trudged
up Nanda Devi, one of the Himalayas'
highest peaks. Step by step, they edged
along razor-toothed ridges, a single slip
threatening a 600m drop.

Just below the summit, the Americans
and their Indian counterparts prepared
the equipment: an antenna, cables and the
SNAP-19C, a 22kg, beach-ball-sized porta-
ble generator powered by radioactive fuel
- similar to those used in space missions.

The mission: spy on China, which had
just detonated an atomic bomb.

As the team readied for the final push,

a blizzard swept in. Nanda Devi vanished
under sheets of snow and ice. <
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Dhan Singh Rana ide his Himalayan home in Lata the
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