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16.6GW

By GURMEET KAUR
gurmeet@thestar.com.my

NESTLED amid oil palm estates in
Bestari Jaya, Kuala Selangor, a vast for-

mer tin pond is being trans-
formed into one of South-] Eas( Asia’s
largest floating solar facilities : 3 et
While Malaysia is almadv known for The upcoming Bestari Jaya floating solar project Floating solar potential at Malaysia's hydro dams and
khave will be one of the largest in South-East Asia reservoirs, according to MyRER

developmenl of large-scale solar (LSS)
power plants, with over 2GW in capaci-
:Kbumandanothermwmprogress. B 5 a S B s R » G

ese projects are now turning to water-
ways. and its ultimate shareholder, China oped by her with i ing i 1 track records across the
One reason is the scarcity of land in General Nuclear Power Corp (CGN). PLN Nusantara Power. region, Aimi notes that their growing
develo, areas. Based on estimates in Other consortium shareholders are the According to reports, there are plans to  presence in Asean demonstrates “com-
the Malaysia Renewable Energy gover ked Worldwide expand the Cirata plant by up to 500MW.  mercial bankability.”
Roadmap (MyRER), the country has an Holdings Bhd with 40%, while Rotaka Coming back to the Chereh Dam pro- That track record is also beginning to
influence capital allocation decisions,

estimated 16.6GW of floating solar Engineering Services (M) Sdn Bhd holds ject, Citaglobal’s executive director Aimi
‘Aizal Nasharuddin says it is progressing says Cypark Resources Bhd chief invest-

potental at hydroelectric lants and ther 11% as a fi

dam reservoirs alone, w Rotaka supplies parts for the oil and gas  as planned. ment officer Taufik, as i

slightly different expertise and equip- and service turbine boiler, and provides “The PPA signed on Dec 17, 2025, is a increasingly view floating solar as an

ment. (In Peninsular Malaysia, the technical support services. milestone and confirms the project’s infrastructure asset class.

potential is 5.2GW; the bulk is in The project was awarded under compliance with the letter of notification Wparl( is on’e of the early xsovers in
solar

issued on Sept 2.

“We are advancing the financing work-
stream whh our lending partners and
and due

a GOMW floating solar lam at Tasik
Danau Tok Uban in Kelantan under LSS2.
Sitting on a 167-acre site, the facility

features 20 floating “islands” hosting

Malaysia’s LSS5 programme and is esti-

mated to cost around RM1bil.

Construction officially began on Feb 10.
The power purchase agreement (PPA) s. Str

Sarawak.)
ia could

As scales,
increasingly serve as a test bed for larg-
er-capacity floating solar projects.

The Bestari Jaya project will have a

capaclty of 300!

is undertaken by a consortium
lnvolv‘lng the Selangor government and
private parties.

China state-backed Edra Power 150,
Holdlngsﬂsdn Bhd, wphnhid\ owns and
operates five power ts in Mala; -
including the 2.2GW combined cy:{eﬂgaas

for the facility was signed in March last
year for a 21-year tenure.

Over 80% of the facility will sit on water
and is h el
rrluty annua.lly to pow{ler more than

in July next ye.
In Pahnng. a zooMW floating solar pro-
ject at chereh Dam under the ISSS* pro-

diligence activities are on track, and we
are working towards financial close
within the targeted timeline,” Aimi tells
StarBiz 7.
Constructlon

expected to start in the
of 2026 (2Q26), subject to

turbine power plant, in Alor Ga]ah.
Malacca, and the 5S0MW Kuala Ke
solar farm in Kedah — hasa49%smke

as been
um mvnlvmg Citaglobal Bhd lnd United
Arab Emirates-based Masdar —

and final regulalnry approvals.
“The project will be

alone floating solar installation in South-

East Asia, developed as a 100% floating

e largest stand-

—a global solar system wlthout any hybrid

nearly 250,000 solar panels and can
power around 50,000 homes or roughly
the size of a small town. Interestingly,
the project is spurring tourism and recre-
ational activities around the lake, creat-
ing extra local value.

Subsequently, under LSS3, Cypark
undertook a 100MW hybrid floating and
ground-mounted solar plant project in

Merchang, Terengganu.

Both projects are now in operation,
after several delays under the previous

in the Bestari Jaya project. renewable energy (RE) company, which
This project represents the first float- counts three Abu Dhabi-based energy and 'n\is differenti: it from
ing solar venture for the CGN group, investment entities as shareholders. recent large projects that adopt hyhrid The enlry of the Jakel grouP, a bumi
The largest floating solar plant in Asean ations,” Aimi putra t as
currently is the 145MW Cirata plant in adds. in 2023 broughl fresh capilal to the pro-
‘West Java, Indonesia, which was devel- With several such projects now build- jects. = _
r one, b

i th
solar technology could “scale into a mul-
watt segment” of Malaysia’s RE
over time.
This is given the abundance of
under-utilised water bodies such as
hydro rc;sm‘mh lakes and former min-
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